The Conception of the
Theotokos by Saint Anna
December 9th
Apolytikion
Today the bonds of Childlessness are loosed; For God
hearkened to Joachim and Anna. And though it was beyond
hope, He clearly promised them that they should bear a
divine child, from whom was born the Uncircumscribable
One Himself, Who became a mortal, and through an Angel
commanded them to cry unto her: Rejoice thou who art full
of grace, the Lord is with thee.
Ἀπολυτικίον τῆς Ἁγίας Ἦχος δ'
Σήμερον τῆς ἀτεκνίας δεσμὰ διαλύονται· τοῦ Ἰωακεὶμ γὰρ καὶ
τῆς Ἄννης εἰσακούων Θεός, παρ' ἐλπίδα τεκεῖν αὐτοὺς
σαφῶς, ὑπισχνεῖται θεόπαιδα, ἐξ ἧς αὐτός ἐτέχθη ὁ
ἀπερίγραπτος, βροτὸς γεγονώς, δι' Ἀγγέλου κελεύσας
βοῆσαι αὐτῇ. Χαῖρε Κεχαριτωμένη, ὁ Κύριος μετὰ σοῦ.

Welcome
Today we celebrate a momentous event: the “Thyranixia” of
St. Anna Greek Orthodox Church in Flemington, New
Jersey. As we “open the doors” of our new church, we give
thanks to God for helping us create a beacon of Orthodoxy
in Hunterdon County in honor and commemoration of Saint
Anna, the mother of our most revered and all-holy Mother,
the Panagia, and in memory of Anna Bouras, the late wife of
our Parish’s Grand Benefactor, Mr. Nicholas J. Bouras.
We thank His Eminence Metropolitan Evangelos of New
Jersey for officiating the ceremony and for his caring counsel
and prayers in guiding us to this great day. Also, we offer
sincere appreciation to all of Saint Anna’s parishioners,
supporters, friends and officials that have made today
possible and worked endlessly to help us realize the dream
of having our own church.
A special thanks to Pastor Lynn Mears and the family of the
Allerton United Methodist Church for allowing us to share
their House of Worship, providing us a place for prayer,
fellowship and spiritual growth, for over the past seven
years.

Program
This Thyranixia service is a Holy Water Blessing Service
celebrated at the front doors of the church before they are opened
for the first time.
The following is a synopsis of the service which includes additional
prayers.
At the end of the Orthros (before the Doxology):
Metropolitan Evangelos: Blessed is our God, always now
and forever and to the ages of ages. (People: Amen.)
People: Christ is risen from the dead, by death, trampling
down upon death, and to those in the tombs, He has granted
life (3).
Reader: Psalm 83, “How beloved are your dwellings, O
Lord, God of hosts...”
People: God is the Lord and has revealed Himself to us,
blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord (4 times
with verses chanted in between each line).

... "O All-Holy Theotokos Virgin, guide aright the works of
our hands, and entreat pardon for our transgressions, when
we chant the angelic Hymn: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy
Immortal: have mercy on us. (3)
Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Both
now and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen.
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us.
With Strength.
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us.
(Two readings follow.)
St. Paul's Letter to the Hebrews 9:1-7
The Gospel of Matthew 16:13-19
(Special petitions are prayed for the Holy Water blessing including
the following:)
For the sanctification of this water through the power and
action and descent of the Holy Spirit, let us pray to the Lord.
(Lord, have mercy.)

Program (continued)
For this water to be imbued with the purifying power of the
transcendent Trinity, let us pray to the Lord. (Lord, have
mercy.)
For this water to become a source of healing for our souls
and bodies, and a defense against all evil powers, let us pray
to the Lord. (Lord, have mercy.)
For the work of our hands, and the people who are here with
us, let us pray to the Lord. (Lord, have mercy.)
For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger and
distress…
Prayer for the Blessing of the Water
Metropolitan Evangelos: (bowing his head, prays saying) Lord
our God, who sanctified the waters of the Jordan through
Your redeeming epiphany, send down upon us also the
grace of Your All-Holy Spirit, and bless this water for the
sanctification and perfection of this reverend Church during
this its Thyranixia. Establish and preserve it, O Lord,
unshakeable and blessed until the end of the ages. For You
are blessed unto the ages of ages.

For You are the sanctifier of all things, Christ our God, and
to You we send up glory together with Your beginningless
Father, and good and life-creating Spirit, now and forever
and unto the ages of ages.
The Metropolitan, taking up the venerable Cross, dips it crosswise
with the branches of basil in the Water thrice, singing the
Troparion:
Σῶσον, Κύριε, τὸν λαόν Σου, καὶ εὐλόγησον τὴν
κληρονομίαν Σου, νίκας τοῖς Βασιλεῦσι, κατὰ βαρβάρων
δωρούμενος, καὶ τὸ Σὸν φυλάττων, διὰ τοῦ Σταυροῦ Σου
πολίτευμα.
Tone 1
Save, O Lord, Your people and bless Your inheritance.
Granting victory to Your rulers against the enemies, and
protecting Your Commonweath by Your Cross. (3)
(The Ribbon Cutting follows at the front door, with the
Metropolitan entering and blessing our new home with Holy
Water. All the faithful follow.)
The Apolytikion (official Hymn) of St. Anna is now chanted
(see inside front cover).
(The Doxology is then chanted as we walk into the new church as
we prepare for the start of the Divine Liturgy.)

List of Needs
Your help with a donation of funds towards the purchase of
items on our list of needs will help the community of St.
Anna to further complete the building of our church.
Images represent items needed; they are not exact replicas of
items that will be purchased. Any donations received above
the actual expenditure for each item will be used to purchase
other needed items for the church.
Ecclesiastical Needs:
Altar and
Choir Chairs
(20) - $150
each

Vigil Lamp
for Altar - $125

Reliquary Box
(Presantified
Liturgy) - $200

Ecclesiastical
Pitcher and
Bowl Set - $300

Candle
Lighting Stand
with venting (2)
- $7,000 each

Tall Candle
Stick (for
funerals) $650

Pangari Candle
Stand - $1,200

Processional
Lantern (2) $400 each

Set of Altar
Rugs (for front
of Altar table
and 2 sides) $250

Artophorion
(Tablernacle)
for Holy Altar
Table - $1,000

Cushioned
Altar Chair (2) $200 each

Sanctification
Cross - $200

List of Needs (continued)
Icon Stand (4)
- $400 each

Altar
Candlesticks
(2) - $100
each

Andidorothiki
(basin for
Holy Bread) $400

Processional
Candles with
stand - $650

Processional
Fans and
Cross - $2,000

Chalice Set
Veils - $300

Kitchen/Building Needs:
Classroom
Folding
Partitions (3) $5,500 each
Community
Center Sports
Flooring $60,000
Coffee Brewer
with spare
serving
containers $2,500
Gym
Equipment $25,000

Kitchen Stove
with Oven (2) $2,500 each

Dishwasher $6,000

Tilting Braising
Skillet - $9,000

Double Stack
Convection
Ovens - $7,000
Fryer 40lbs $1,000

Parish Timeline
September 2002 – First Divine Liturgy of the “Greek Orthodox Parish of
Hunterdon County” presided over by Father Bill Gikas at a residential
property owned by one of our founding families. We were blessed to
have several visiting priests serve our community from 2002-2004.
May 2003 – First Dinner Dance, “Building Our Future” held at the Pines
Manor in Edison. This was to be the first of many dinner dances and
brought the community together with friends and family in support of
our new Parish.
September 2004 – Archimandrite George Nikas was assigned by the
Holy Metropolis of New Jersey as our interim pastor.
June 2005 – First “OPA! Big, Fat Greek Festival,” held at Razberry’s on
Route 12 Kingwood Township. This was made possible through the
generosity of Dino and Debbie Orginos. Our festival was the first event
celebrating ethnic culture in Hunterdon County and continues to attract
thousands of local area residents.
June 2006 – We moved from our first temporary location to the Allerton
United Methodist Church, in Annandale, NJ. In a gesture of Christian
fellowship and kindness, our Methodist brothers and sisters in Christ
have welcomed us to share their House of Worship.
March 2007 – We proudly marched in the Greek Independence Day
Parade in New York City for the first time.
June 2009 – The Raritan Township Planning Board votes unanimously,
7-0, to grant preliminary and final site plan approval.

October 2009 – We purchased 12 acres of land on which to build our
future Church and Community Center, with the assistance of our Grand
Benefactor, Nicholas J. Bouras.
January 2010 – His Eminence Metropolitan Evangelos of New Jersey
granted a permanent charter to our community and assigned our new
name in honor and commemoration of Saint Anna, the mother of our
most revered and all holy Mother, the Panagia, and in memory of Anna
Bouras, the late wife of our Parish’s Grand Benefactor, Mr. Nicholas J.
Bouras.
May 2010 – His Eminence Metropolitan Evangelos visits our property for
a Land Blessing Ceremony and unveils the sign “Future Home of St.
Anna Greek Orthodox Church” alongside our Grand Benefactor,
Nicholas J. Bouras.
July 1, 2011 – We welcome our first full-time priest, Father Anastasios
along with Presbytera Nektaria and their five children to the St. Anna
community.
September 2011 – The Historic Groundbreaking of St. Anna Greek
Orthodox Church was officiated by His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios
and His Eminence Metropolitan Evangelos. The Master of Ceremonies
was FOX News congressional correspondent, Mike Emanuel.
October 2012 – We celebrate our 10 year anniversary with a “Granting
Wish Gala” to help benefit the Make-A-Wish Foundation of NJ and St.
Anna’s Building Fund.
June 2013 – St. Anna Greek Orthodox Church opens its doors! This
momentous event, the Thyranixia, was officiated by His Eminence
Metropolitan Evangelos.

St.Anna Greek Orthodox Church
Priest: Reverend Economos Anastasios Kousoulas
Parish Council:
President: Jorge Ferreira
First and Second Vice Presidents: Peter Ypsilantis, George Rudy
Recording Secretary and Corresponding Secretary: Peter
Zannikos, Michele Bongiovanni
Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer: Stamatis Manoussakis, Dean
Soteropoulos
Council Members: Dr. John Douvris, Peter Grina, Simone Heinke,
Don Kapetanakis, Stephen Kehayes, Dr. Helen Pappas
Parish Organizations and Ministries:
Choir: Diana Grina, Coordinator
Philoptochos: Antonia Ypsilantis, President
Youth Education Director: Dr. Helen Pappas
GOYA (Grades 7-12): Maria Tsatsos, Maria Georgelis, George
Staikos, Coordinators
HOPE & JOY: Joanna Andriopoulos-Holusha, Margaret Panageas
Greek Language Education: Bia Stavrakas, Principal
Senior Greek Dance Troupe: Olga Mantsis, Lead Instructor
Junior Greek Dance Troupe: Maria-Alaina Jenkins, Lead Instructor

Thank you
We appreciate you joining us today and
participating in the historic Thyranixia of
St. Anna Greek Orthodox Church.

For more information on our church and parish,
please visit us at www.StAnnaGOC.org.

Donation Form
Please accept the following donation: $______________________
___ in memory of: ________________________________________
___ in honor of:
________________________________________
If donation is to go towards specific item on List of Needs,
indicate item(s) here*: _____________________________________
_____________________________________
Name:
Address:
City, State Zip:
Phone:
Email:

____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
St. Anna Greek Orthodox Church
85 Voorhees Corner Road
Flemington, New Jersey 08822

Please make all checks payable to: St. Anna Greek Orthodox
Church Building Fund. Thank you for your support and
generosity!
*We will do our best to accommodate your wishes; however, please note
that if we don’t receive donations to cover entire cost of item, we reserve
the right to put money towards other item(s) that are on the List of
Needs.

